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The many Guard and Reserve deployments 

over the last decade have resulted in highly 
seasoned guardsmen with more skill and ex-
perience than we’ve ever seen. 

We cannot allow Big Army, Air Force or 
Navy to push their sequestration-woes onto 
our citizen soldiers. Under sequestration, tech-
nicians are the only uniformed military per-
sonnel who are being furloughed. While we 
must continue working to replace the dev-
astating sequester cuts for all affected, fur-
loughing military technicians undermines our 
last decade of investment, which is imprudent 
and will cost us in the long run. 

When it comes to keeping America safe in 
the midst of shrinking budgets, the National 
Guard is an investment with a very high return 
and should play a critical role in meeting the 
demands of our 21st century commitments. 

I urge my colleagues to support this amend-
ment. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE UNIVER-
SITY OF SCRANTON CELE-
BRATING ITS 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY DURING THE 2013–2014 ACA-
DEMIC YEAR 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 25, 2013 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the University of Scranton and 
congratulate its leadership and students as the 
university celebrates its 125th academic anni-
versary. Founded in 1888, the University of 
Scranton will commemorate this remarkable 
achievement through various events through-
out the 2013–2014 school year. 

The University of Scranton was originally 
founded as Saint Thomas College by the most 
Reverend William G. O’Hara, D.D., the first 
Bishop of Scranton. In August 1888, the cor-
nerstone was blessed by Bishop O’Hara, who 
sought to provide higher education for the 
Lackawanna Valley. 

Prior to being administered by Jesuits, the 
university saw leadership by diocesan priests 
and seminarians, Xaverian Brothers, and the 
Christian Brothers, who changed the name of 
the school in 1938 from Saint Thomas College 
to the University of Scranton. In 1942, Rev-
erend Coleman Nevils, S.J. led 19 Jesuits to 
administer the University of Scranton, an edu-
cational presence still felt today under Rev. 
Kevin P. Quinn S.J., who continues to grow 
the range of academic offerings and advanced 
degrees offered by the institution. 

Through the years, the University of Scran-
ton has gone from less than 1,000 local com-
muter students, to more than 6,000 students 
who come from all over northeastern Pennsyl-
vania and beyond. The university’s strategy 
and modern initiatives aimed at bettering lives 
and academics of its students are based on 
core Ignatian values, such as Cura Personalis 
(treating others, especially students, as indi-
viduals, just as God treats us), Magis (a re-
lentless desire for excellence grounded in 
gratitude), and Rei Solicitudo (a commitment 
to careful stewardship of the resources en-
trusted to our care). 

In recognition of the University of Scranton’s 
storied success, it will celebrate the 125th an-
niversary of the blessing of the original corner-

stone with a mass and luncheon on August 
12. The university is a gem in my district, and 
I offer my congratulations to the faculty, staff, 
administration, students and alumni on this 
momentous occasion. 
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RECOGNIZING DREAM IT. DO IT. 

HON. LEE TERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 25, 2013 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dream It. Do It., Nebraska’s new 
partnership with my alma mater, Omaha 
Northwest High School. 

The Dream It. Do It. Initiative partners man-
ufacturers with local schools and community 
organizations to promote manufacturing and 
educate students on careers in an industry 
that supports one in six jobs in the United 
States. According to the National Association 
of Manufacturers, the manufacturing industry 
employs nearly 10 percent of the workforce in 
Nebraska with annual average salaries of 
$53,831. That’s $14,000 higher than other 
non-farm payrolls in my State. In addition to 
educating students on benefits of careers in 
manufacturing, Dream It. Do It. Nebraska 
helps students and their families understand 
the education paths necessary to obtain these 
jobs. 

As Chairman of the Subcommittee on Com-
merce, Manufacturing and Trade of the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee, I have 
heard repeatedly from over 40 witnesses in 
our Nation of Builders hearings that there are 
a lot of manufacturing jobs available. I’ve 
heard this from some manufacturers in 
Omaha. The problem is that employers are 
finding there isn’t a pool of potential employ-
ees with the necessary skills for these posi-
tions. Dream It. Do It. Nebraska makes sure 
that tomorrow’s workers in my district have the 
education and skills required to fill these great, 
middle-class jobs. I am pleased that Dream It. 
Do It. Nebraska is working in my district to 
help prepare young people for these jobs. 

With twenty-five programs nationwide, 
Dream It. Do It. is truly a grassroots program. 
Its grassroots nature allows local leaders to 
design programs to address the specific needs 
in their communities. Dream It. Do It. Ne-
braska is able to prepare Nebraska students 
for Nebraska jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Dream It. Do It. Nebraska and Omaha 
Northwest High School on their new partner-
ship. I know that my Northwest Huskies and 
Dream It. Do It. Nebraska’s partnership will 
benefit Nebraskans for years to come. 
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HONORING MISS CALIFORNIA 2013, 
CRYSTAL LEE 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 25, 2013 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Miss California 2013, Crystal Lee, who 
will be competing in the prestigious Miss 
America pageant this September. 

A lifelong Bay Area resident, Crystal com-
peted as Miss Silicon Valley against 60 other 

outstanding young women at the Miss Cali-
fornia Pageant earlier this year. Through five 
phases of competition, including interview, 
physical fitness in swimsuit, evening wear, on- 
stage question and talent, Crystal rose to the 
top. During preliminary competition nights, she 
even took top honors for her evening gown 
presentation and her ballet en pointe perform-
ance of ‘‘The Dying Swan.’’ The latter should 
come as no surprise, since Crystal is an ac-
complished dancer who has been perfecting 
her technique for the last 13 years. 

Winning the title of Miss California earned 
Crystal more than $14,000 in scholarships. 
Over her four years of competing in the Miss 
America program, including in 2008 when she 
was Miss California’s Outstanding Teen, Crys-
tal has earned more than $30,000 in scholar-
ships. These awards were well spent, as Crys-
tal graduated this past June from the vener-
able Stanford University. Proving that our Miss 
California has both beauty and brains, Crystal 
worked as a research assistant in the psy-
chology, biology, virtual reality and drama de-
partments and graduated with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Human Biology and a Master’s Degree 
in Communications. 

Crystal will put her Stanford education and 
Silicon Valley roots to good use through her 
Miss California platform Girls in S.T.E.M. 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math). 
She’s been a steadfast advocate for women to 
study and choose careers in STEM after she 
experienced firsthand a gender imbalance in 
her own classes and multiple internships at 
male-dominated technology start-ups. She’s 
worked hand-in-hand with the Girl Scouts of 
America to help young girls understand engi-
neering principles and earn their technology 
badges. 

With perseverance, hard work and a little 
luck, Crystal will be able to continue her 
STEM platform at the national level as Miss 
America. California is fortunate to have such a 
strong and successful young woman rep-
resenting us. This year’s Miss America pag-
eant will take on special meaning when it re-
turns to its birthplace in Atlantic City after 
seven years away and no doubt it will be a 
memorable experience for all the young 
women participating. However, there is one I’ll 
be cheering for most. To Miss California 2013, 
Crystal Lee, I wish nothing but the best of luck 
in her pursuit of the Miss America crown. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DR. ERDAG 
GOKNAR 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 25, 2013 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate Dr. Erdag Goknar of Duke Uni-
versity in Durham, North Carolina for being 
honored by the National Endowment for the 
Arts, NEA, and awarded a 2014 NEA Lit-
erature Translation Fellowship. 

Dr. Goknar serves at Duke University as an 
Assistant Professor of Turkish Studies and 
concentrates on late Ottoman and modern 
Turkish works. He also specializes in politics 
and cultural translation on works from the Mid-
dle East, including Islam and Sufism as well 
as secular modernity, identity, and gender 
issues. He is a published author on Turkish lit-
erary culture and has produced three com-
plete translations of important Turkish books. 
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Dr. Goknar has an impressive list of national 
and international accomplishments, including 
receiving two Fulbright awards and the Dublin 
IMPAC literary award. He holds a PhD and 
Master’s Degree from the University of Wash-
ington, Seattle. 

Since 1981, the NEA has helped support 
the accessibility of priceless pieces of lit-
erature to all Americans by providing Lit-
erature Translation Fellowships to outstanding 
scholars to help translate those works into 
English. For 22 years the NEA has awarded 
255 fellowships to help translate different 
pieces of literature in 62 languages from 78 
countries. This year, after a rigorous review 
process, only 16 scholars are being awarded 
a total of $250,000 to translate works in 13 
languages from 15 countries into English. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Dr. Goknar on his 
commitment and contributions to helping more 
Americans access important literary works 
through translation. In an increasingly 
globalized society, it is critical to understand 
those from other places and walks of life. Lit-
erature provides perspective and context into 
important cultural trends and ideals, so we 
must invest in learning all we can through 
works in other languages and from other 
places. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring and congratulating Dr. Erdag 
Goknar and other 2014 NEA Literature Trans-
lation Fellowship recipients for their out-
standing work and commitment to helping oth-
ers access important pieces of literature. 
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RECOGNIZING MRS. ALLIE MUSE 
PEEBLES AS RALEIGH-APEX 
NAACP HUMANITARIAN OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 25, 2013 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to congratulate Mrs. Allie Muse 
Peebles on being selected to receive the Hu-
manitarian of the Year Award by the Raleigh- 
Apex chapter of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People, NAACP. 

Mrs. Peebles has dedicated over twenty 
years of service to the Raleigh-Apex NAACP. 
As Life Membership Chairperson, she has en-
couraged more than half of the branch to be-
come Life Members and secured needed 
funds for the branch’s annual scholarship and 
other endeavors. 

I first got to know Mrs. Peebles as I pre-
pared to run for Congress some 28 years ago. 
I quickly learned how respected she was in 
Raleigh and Wake County, based on her com-
mitment to community betterment and her abil-
ity to communicate and work with people of 
varying views and backgrounds. After retiring 
as an English teacher, she continued writing 
for the Carolinian, a biweekly African-Amer-
ican publication based in Raleigh, and she re-
mains an active member of the Raleigh Alum-
na Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc., the Voter Education Coalition, the 
Sertoma Club, the National Council of Negro 
Women, and the Raleigh Alumni Chapter of 
Hampton University. 

I commend her remarkable service both to 
the community and the Raleigh-Apex NAACP. 

Mrs. Allie Muse Peebles is very deserving of 
the Humanitarian of the Year Award, and it is 
with great pleasure and pride that I congratu-
late her on receiving this honor. 

f 

HONORING BLAKE MCELMAN AND 
JAY CAVANAUGH OF MAINE FOR 
COURAGEOUS ACTIONS 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 25, 2013 

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to recognize two young men in my 
district whose courageous actions saved the 
lives of two fishermen this past New Year’s 
Eve. 

While attending a family gathering on 
Montsweag Bay in Woolwich, Maine, late that 
evening, Blake McElman and Jay Cavanaugh, 
both 21, heard yells coming from the water. 
Looking out, they saw that the incoming tide 
had quickly surrounded two men who had 
been digging for worms on mudflats far from 
shore. Standing on a rock, the men would 
quickly become immersed in the frigid water. 

With time of the essence, McElman and 
Cavanaugh decided to attempt a rescue them-
selves. Hauling a canoe to open water over 
ice and snow, they paddled several hundred 
yards offshore and recovered the men, both 
showing early signs of hypothermia. Once 
ashore, they fed and warmed the men, who 
ultimately escaped from the incident un-
scathed. 

This would not have been the outcome with-
out the quick and courageous actions of 
McElman and Cavanaugh. Most likely they 
saved those men’s lives that night. I’m re-
lieved and thankful that all four men survived 
this very dangerous situation. 

Mr. Speaker, many people in Maine make 
their living in jobs that involve braving the ele-
ments and even risking their lives in unfor-
giving and swiftly changing environments. But 
what also characterizes our state is that our 
people look after each other and are willing to 
go a long way to help one another. McElman 
and Cavanaugh certainly showed that to be 
true, and then some. I’m very proud to have 
them in my district. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 23, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2397) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2014, 
and for other purposes: 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Chair, I rise to 
speak in favor of adoption of the Defense Ap-
propriations Act of 2014. 

I thank Chairman C.W. BILL YOUNG and 
Ranking Member PETE VISCLOSKY, Ranking 
Member of the House Committee on Appro-
priations’ Subcommittee on Defense for their 

work to provide for our nation’s national de-
fense. 

I also want to extend thanks and apprecia-
tion to the men and women in and out of uni-
form to defend our nation. You serve your na-
tion with honor and distinction. In each gen-
eration our nation must remember that the 
freedoms that we enjoy come at a price, which 
you have paid without hesitation or complaint. 

Each year the Congress takes on the tasks 
of providing appropriations for the nation’s de-
fense. The Appropriations subcommittee that 
focuses exclusively on the work of the Depart-
ment of Defense is the subject matter experts 
who manage the long process that resulted in 
the bill before us for consideration. As mem-
bers of the House of Representatives we are 
each subject matter experts on the commit-
tees that we serve, but we are also experts on 
the constituencies we seek to represent. 

My work in the 18th Congressional District 
has allowed me the privilege of working with 
men and women in the military, the workers in 
aeronautics and space industries that con-
tribute to our nation’s defense as well as those 
in the Department of Defense who work in and 
around our nation’s capitol. 

Through my work as a member of Congress 
I know those who have served and returned 
home to a tough economy, struggles with 
physical disabilities and life changing injuries 
associated with their service to our nation. I do 
not know the military as a mass of statistics, 
but individuals with names and faces—real 
people who depend on each of us to pursue 
their best interest. 

I know you know that none of our offices re-
ceived calls from lobbyist on behalf of the men 
and women who serve in defense of our na-
tion in and out of uniform. That is why we 
must rely upon our own experience and that of 
the Appropriations’ Subcommittee on Defense 
to reach the best result in a very long and ar-
duous legislative process. 

Military families make sacrifices with long 
separations of parents from spouses and chil-
dren that last for over a year. Many miss 
some of the important moments in their chil-
dren’s lives when they are deployed when 
they have young children. The Defense Appro-
priations bill includes $580 million for a military 
pay raise consistent with the raise included in 
the House Armed Services bill for a 1.8 per-
cent increase. 

I am pleased to say that this Defense Ap-
propriations bill does a great deal more for the 
men and women serving in the military and 
places more focus on the needs of their fami-
lies. This bill maintains the objective of pre-
vious Congresses to assure that our nation’s 
military is the best trained, best prepared, best 
equipped, and best cared for fighting force in 
the history of the world. That is the least we 
can do for those who willingly risk their lives 
to keep us safe. 

The bill also recognizes that the military is 
changing due to the expanded roles for 
women who pursue careers in the armed serv-
ices. I strongly believe that this choice should 
not mean a diminution of rights or opportuni-
ties from what they would enjoy these women 
had pursued a different career path. 

For this reason, I sought and the Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Defense provided 
$150 million for a Peer-Reviewed Breast Can-
cer Research Program. The program fills a 
unique niche among private and public funding 
sources for cancer research and presents an 
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